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An Efficient and Pest Resistant Storage System
For Adult Odonata Specimens
(With Application For Other Museum Collections)
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Odonata: dragonflies ...

[}
Dragonfly Surveys in British Columbia: Annual Study Areas 1996-2006 | Res u It'

42,161 adult specimens in the collection
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Other applications:
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada,

butterfly- ion-| -museum-1.4961670
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Artifact Storage

The RBCM is responsible for the safe storage of artifacts. We have begun to change the way we
store artifacts to ensure that they are well protected and well organized under daily and
catastrophic circumstances.

Artifacts measuring less than 14 x 9 x 1 cm will be stored in a card catalogue style, according to
Borden number and artifact number (Figure 1).

Figure 1 - Catalogued artifacts in bag

Small artifacts should be placed in a bag measuring 14 x 9 cm*, with the opening along the long
side of the bag. Please DO NOT use bags with openings along the short side as these do not fit in
the catalogue boxes. *The correct bags are available from the Great Little Box Company.

Several small artifacts may be placed in the same bag (Figure 1). If artifacts in each of the
smaller bags are too small to label, then each bag must contain a slip of paper with the artifact
number on it.
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Bostik 6363:
* found to be safe
* available at a reasonable price
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Davin C. A. Brapes,! Cravmis Coriey,? ano Kasey Lie?

! Research Associate, Depariment of Entomolagy, Natural History Section, Roval Brisish
Columbia Museum, Victoria, British Colusabia, Canada VAW 9W2
dervidd. bladesigov be co (corresponding anthor)

2 Entomelagy Collection Manager, Department of Entomology, Nawural History Section, Royal
Brivish Colunbic Museum, Victoria, Britich Columbia, Canada VEW 902
ceuplevinrayalbemseun. be.ca
3 Senior Conservator, Conservation Section, Royal British Celumbiac Musewn, Victoria, British
Columbia, Canada VEW 902
KLeegmrayalbemusenn be oa

Abgtraet.— A new gystem of storing adult Odonata {damselfly and dragonily) specimens is deseribed
and compared 10 existing storage systems. The major design innovation is the use of iongue and grooe
(“zipper lock ™) resealable polyet hylene cnvelopes manufactured to fit the standard index card and spec-
imen arrangement currently used in major collections. Other design improvements include low-cost,
adhesive-Tree specimen trays and glassop drawers built to it in standard-dimension Cornell insect
cabinets Comparisons of materials and designs with other available systems are presented and dis-
cussed. Finally, examples are presented of this new system's applicability to other collections such as
Lepidopters and Archeology.

Key wordy— dragonily, archeology, lepidoptera, envelopes, butterfly, damselily
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