Good afternoon and welcome to the MuseumPests Working Group’s first Public
Presentation Session!
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Before we launch into our lightening round of short presentations we wanted to take a few
minutes to introduce ourselves and our resources to you all.
The MuseumPests Working Group, which is the name for the collective group behind the
website, began with an informal collaboration in 2002 between a couple of institutions.
Since then, we’ve grown to encompass hundreds of participants worldwide who meet
annually to create the resources that are shared on the MuseumPests.net website.
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Our participants include entomologists, collection managers, registrars, curators,
conservators, scientists, pest management professionals, facility managers and vendors –
basically many of the roles actively working on IPM in cultural heritage institutions. Our
goal is to collaborate in advancing our own IPM work while helping others. We are not a
membership group. People participate at our meetings or contribute content to the
website.
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Our site is organized in order to provide the user easy access to all the different
components of Integrated Pest Management.
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One of the most viewed sections of our website is Identification which contains our Pest
Fact Sheets and Image Gallery. Not a huge surprise when a good bit of time with IPM is
spent ensuring proper identification and figuring out what and why.
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We took a step this year into a new, dynamic format! Easy to filter and sort, allowing for
the user to find the suspect pest.

6

This new format is also used for our updated Image Gallery. We are still transitioning so
this is a work in progress. We hope you will bear with us as we improve this new resource.
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The MuseumPests Working Group began 19 years ago; from our initial 2002 meeting
with seven people, we have now grown into a worldwide network to support the
needs of museum, library, archive and historic house staff who strive to implement
integrated pest management procedures and protect their collections from
damaging pests. As we approach the 20th anniversary for our group, we hope you
will consider showing your support for MuseumPests and ongoing work by
participants across the world. Please consider a donation that is meaningful, as
based upon your budget.
Created in 2006, our initial website was envisioned as a way to share information
with our group’s participants and was seen as an internal product. By 2008
site analytics indicated access by a far wider audience, and our focus became
more outward facing. Recognizing that we needed a professional website to
support the resources being developed, we asked the preservation
community for support; many groups, institutions, and companies responded
with generous donations that funded the first professional re-design of
MuseumPests.net.
The site is now in need of a refresh. New funding is sought to help update the digital
infrastructure of MuseumPests.net to support some of these exciting projects:

1. Translations – A group of dedicated volunteers across the world have recently
completed translation of the website into Spanish and will launch with our 2021
Virtual Meeting. Additional translation efforts are underway. Funding will help
support the work involved in connecting these sites so they can pull from a
common image and pest fact sheet library and support growth of non-English
language contributions
2. Security – No one is surprised that security breaches on websites are a major
concern; given the speed at which these threats develop, maintaining the site as a
secure asset requires frequent updates, backups and more time from our devoted
Webmaster.
3. Server space – As our image library and other resources grow and with the addition
of the foreign language companion sites, MuseumPests requires additional server
space; funds will be used to ensure continuity of the site.
Statistics clearly demonstrate our growth:
• In 2006 we averaged 500 unique visits per month. In 2021 we saw over 2,100 per
month.
• Our PestList began with 130 participants. This list now includes over 800 participants
across the globe.
• We started with 12 Pest Fact Sheets and insect ID images on our site. We now offer
53 Fact Sheets and 125 vetted ID images.
• Our initial website offered 12 pages of IPM related content. Today we have over 110
pages of content created by our participants.
• We offer hundreds of pdf downloads of unique content.
While our website and resources are free – server space is not! Our goal is to raise
$12,000.
All funds will be used to support the development and functionality of the
MuseumPests Working Group’s two primary products: the website and our
PestList. Sponsors will be recognized on our About Us sponsor page, in social
media and blog posts, and will be acknowledged at our annual working group
meeting. For more about MuseumPests and the sponsors who have supported
us in the past, please see the About Us page on our website.
To make a donation please use our Online Donation form or, to donate by check, please
contact MuseumPests Working Group co-chairs at Chair@museumpests.net. You can
also support MuseumPests with fun merchandise. Profits on purchases will support
the website. Check out the hoodies, shirts, totes, and masks with our new
anatomically correct pest logo. Fun for the whole IPM team!
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We hope that if you find the site and programs like these valuable you will visit our online
donation page and make a donation at an amount that is comfortable for you.

Here’s a QR code to quickly take you to the donation page.

Alternatively, you can purchase some MuseumPests merchandise for your IPM team. All
profits from these purchases will support the website upgrades that are planned for this
upcoming year.
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If you don’t already know about it, one of our other most valuable resources is the PestList.
The PestList e-mail distribution list has grown from 11 users to over 800 participants across
the globe. Joining the PestList is the easiest way to keep abreast of future programs and
activities. You can follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. We look forward to
hearing from you.
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